Prof. Alain PEYRAUBE – Scientific Council Member, European Research Council (ERC)

Alain Peyraube was born in November 1944 in Bordeaux where he received his schooling and his university degrees (BA in Linguistics, BA in Chinese, MA in Chinese Linguistics). From 1973 to 1975 he was a foreign student at the Beijing Language Institute and Beijing University (Department of Chinese). He completed his PhD dissertation "Les constructions locatives en chinois moderne" in 1976 (University of Paris 8) and his Doctorat d’Etat "Syntaxe diachronique du chinois - Evolution des constructions datives du 14eme siecle avant J.-C au 18eme siecle" in 1984 (University of Paris 7).

He is currently Directeur de Recherche at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS, Paris, France) and Chair Professor of Chinese Linguistics at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS).

He has been Director from 1984 to 1998 of the Institute of East Asian Linguistics (CNRS and EHESS), Deputy Director of the "Division of Humanities and Social Sciences" of the CNRS from 1997 to 2001, Director of the “Division of Humanities and Social Sciences” at the Ministry of Higher Education and Research (2001-2007), and he is now Director of the Institute of Advanced Study in Lyons (France).

He is a corresponding member of the Academia Sinica of Taiwan since 2002, Adjunct Professor at the University of Science and Technology of Hong Kong since 2005, Honorary Professor at the University of Beijing since 2007, Founding Member of the Scientific Council of the European Research Council (ERC) since 2006, member of the Academia Europaea (European Academy of Arts and Sciences) since 2006, and Honorary Member of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences since 2009.

Alain Peyraube has been Visiting Professor and Visiting Scholar at Cornell University (Hu Shih Chair in 1995), at the University of California at Santa Barbara (1990-1991, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001), at the Hong Kong Baptist University (from 1993 to 1995), at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (1986), at Academia Sinica of Taiwan (1988), at La Trobe University in Australia (1994, 1999).

He was elected and served as President of the International Association of Chinese Linguistics from 1998 to 1999, and President of the European Association of Chinese Studies from 2002 to 2004.

He is director of the Collection "China" at Flammarion Publishing House, co-director of the Collection "Monographs of the Cahiers de Linguistique - Asie Orientale", associate editor of the Journal of Chinese Linguistics, member of the editorial boards of the Cahiers de linguistique - Asie Orientale, of Etudes chinoises, of Faits de langue, of Zhongguo yuwen, of Yuyanxue luncong, of Languages and Linguistics, of Hanyu xuebao, of Lishi yuyanxue yanjiu, and member of the Advisory Board of Bulletin of Chinese Linguistics

RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Chinese diachronic syntax and semantics; typology of East-Asian languages; cognitive approaches to the diversity of languages; and the origin and evolution of languages. His latest research has been carried out within a broadly functional framework from a cross-linguistic perspective. It has been mostly concerned with the mechanisms of syntactic and semantic change in Chinese from the period of the first recorded inscriptions (14th century BC) to the modern period (18th century): this includes problems of analogy, of reanalysis (grammaticalization) and of external borrowing through language contact.

SELECTED RECENT PUBLICATIONS (last five years)

* Origin and evolution of question-words in Archaic Chinese: A cognitive approach. Cahiers de linguistique – Asie Orientale 34-1, 2005, pp. 3-24 (with Wu Fuxiang)

* L’homme aux six mille langues. J.-M. Hombert ed., Aux origines des langues et du langage. Paris : Editions Fayard, 2005, pp. 450-461.

* On the history of some adverbs of scope and quantity in Chinese. C. Anderl & H. Eifring eds. Studies in Chinese language and culture – Festchrift in honour of Christoph Harbsmeier in the occasion of his 60th birthday. Oslo : Hermes Academic Publishing, 2006, pp. 269-283. 

* The Analytic Causatives of Early Modern Southern Min in Diachronic Perspective. D.-A. Ho, H.S. Cheung, W. Pan, F. Wu eds. Linguistic  studies in Chinese and neighboring languages. Taiwan: Academia Sinica, Institute of Linguistics, 2006, pp. 973-1012. (with Hilary Chappell).

* Chinese Linguistics and Typology: The State of the Art. Linguistic Typology 11-1, 2007, pp. 187-211. (with Hilary Chappell and Li Ming)

* A diachronic exploration of analytic causatives in Early Southern Min. Fangyan, 2007-1, pp. 52-59 (with Hilary Chappell). 

* Languages and genes in China and in East Asia. Bulletin of Chinese Linguistics 2-1, 2008. pp. 322-343.

* On the history of Chinese directionals. Proceedings of the Workshop on Chinese directionals: history and dialectal variation. Taipei (Taiwan): Academia Sinica, 2009, pp. 174-187

* Hanyu yiyuan dongci de lishi yanbian [Historical Development of Volitional Verbes in Chinese]. Hanyu shi 2009-8, pp. 17-35 (with Li Ming).

* Guanyu liandongshi de lishi ji fazhan de ji dian kaolü [Some issues on the historical development of yhe serial verb constructions]. Collected Essays for the Centenial Anniversary of Prof. Lü Shuxiang. Beijing: Commercial Press, 2010, pp. 249-258 (with Hsiung Hui-ju). 

* Introduction ;  Les langues sino-tibétaines ; Les langues sinitiques ; Le cantonais. E. Bonvini, J. Busuttil & A. Peyraube eds. Dictionnaire des langues. Paris : Presses universitaires de France, 2011. pp. XV-XXV,  pp. 977-984, 1009-1015 (with E. Bonvini & J. Busuttil). 

Cécile MENETREY-MONCHAU, Research Programme Officer – ERC Advanced Grants
Cécile Menétrey-Monchau joined the ERC in July 2009. As Research Programme Officer, she is in charge of coordinating the evaluation of proposals submitted to the Advanced Grant funding scheme, in particular as regards submission to panel SH6 "The History of Mankind". Prior to joining the ERC, Cécile worked in programme management and strategic planning at the UNESCO headquarters in Paris for six years. She holds a PhD in Historical Studies (contemporary diplomatic history) from the University of Cambridge, as well as a Masters in Ethnology from the University of Paris.  

Samantha CHRISTEY, External Communication Officer, at the ERC
Samantha Christey joined the Communication Unit of the ERC as External Communication Officer in May 2009 where she is in charge of raising awareness of the ERC funding schemes in non-European countries. Samantha has over 14 years of experience in communications. Prior to joining the ERC, Samantha worked in one of the leading Global Pharmaceutical Company, GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals (vaccine branch), as Senior Corporate communications Manager. She also worked at the London-based European Medicines Evaluation Agency, for an American Pharmaceutical Association and for the European Organisation for Research and Treatment for Cancer, based in Brussels.  

Samantha holds an MA in International Business and a BA in Political Sciences and Hispanic Studies from the University of London. Samantha is of dual nationality: British and French. 
Professor Yiya Chen, ERC Grantee
Dr. Yiya Chen is an Assistant Professor of Phonetics at the Leiden University Centre for Linguistics (LUCL) and a senior researcher at the Leiden Institute for Brain and Cognition (LIBC) in the Netherlands.

The research activities of Dr. Chen focus mainly on prosody and prosodic variation. One line of her research concerns the way prosody is employed by speakers to convey communicative intentions in various discourse contexts. The other line of her research investigates the mental representation and processing of pitch variation in various tonal languages. The goal of her research is to understand, with an interdisciplinary approach, the more general principles of how linguistic variation is stored in the human brain and planned in speech production. Most of the research has been conducted on various Chinese dialects, especially in the Mandarin and Wu dialectal families. Dr. Chen’s research has been supported by prestigious grants from the Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research (NWO), the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Science (KNAW), and the European Research Council (ERC).  

Dr. Chen has published regularly in internationally renowned scientific journals (e.g., Journal of Phonetics, Phonetica, Journal of Memory and Language). She is currently a contracted reviewer for the European Research Council and has also served as an ad hoc reviewer for granting agencies such as the National Science Foundation of America, as well as international journals (e.g., Language, Journal of Phonetics, Speech Communication) and international conferences. 

Dr. Chen received a Ph.D. in Linguistics from the State University of New York at Stony Brook in the United States. Prior to the completion of her Ph.D., Dr. Chen taught as visiting professor at the linguistics departments of Cornell University and New York University. She also completed post-doctoral trainings at the University of Edinburgh in the United Kingdom and the Radboud University Nijmegen in the Netherlands. 

